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Volume 17 of Antibiotics and Chemotherapy drew attention to 
the special significance of the knowledge about the mode of action of 
individual substances, so as to be able to compare the desired action with 
potential deleterious effects. 

In the present volume, specialists describe particular circumstances 
in patients suffering from functional disturbances of their physiological 
functions who are in need of chemotherapy. For example the use of antibiotics 
in renal insufficiency is subject to strict limitations which can be derived 
from pharmacokinetic data. Diabetic patients also require special precautions. 
Those receiving cytostatic treatment are not infrequently highly susceptible 
to infection and, therefore, should be under continuous supervision by 
the specialist. Finally, pharmacokinetics in children differ considerably from 
those of the adult. In addition, immaturity of enzyme systems in the 
newborn prevents the use of certain substances. Some of the problems of 
chemotherapy under special conditions are discussed in the present volume, 
others will be presented in a subsequent volume. 
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